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Traditional Owners of Jabirr Jabirr country have welcomed the 
recent ratification of Waardi Ltd after the signing of the Browse 
LNG Precinct Project Agreement Deed.

The signing took place in July and included the named applicants of the Goolarabaloo Jabirr 
Jabirr Native Title Claim Group. Rita Augustine, Anthony Watson and Ignatius Paddy - in their 
capacity as applicants and representing the Group – signed the deed with Premier Colin Barnett.

The signatories to the deed were the Premier for the State of Western Australia, Woodside 
Energy Ltd, the Goolarabooloo Jabirr Jabirr Peoples, the Broome Port Authority, Waardi Ltd and 
Landcorp. It means Waardi Ltd is now a recognised party to the Agreement. 

To mark this important milestone, the Director General of the Department of Premier and Cabinet, 
Peter Conran, and the Deputy Director of the Department of State Development, Gail McGowan, 
flew to Broome recently for a special recognition signing ceremony. They joined Waardi 
Chairman, Warren Greatorex, Acting CEO, Donella Raye, other Waardi Directors and Traditional 
Owners, including Rita Augustine and Ignatius [Iga] Paddy, as well as Woodside’s Vice President 
Kimberley, Niegel Grazia, for the event. 

Waardi Chairperson Warren Greatorex said it was significant because it meant “we are now a 
party to the Agreement and a legally recognised representative body for the GJJ Claim Group by 
Woodside and the State Government. It also means we can now move forward to develop the 
necessary administrative and commercial structures to manage the benefits for our people over 
the lifetime of the project.

“Waardi provides us with a strong, autonomous organisation that will look after our future 
financial and social interests arising from the Browse project,” Warren said. “We have been 
working towards this for many months so it is good to see all that hard work come to fruition.”

We Set The 
Benchmark
Waardi is looking forward to 
working with all the parties so 
that the very best outcomes are 
achieved for our people if the 
project goes ahead.
“It is a huge responsibility that Waardi is 
taking on but we are committed to achieving 
fairness and lasting benefits,” Chairman 
Warren Greatorex said after the recent 
ratification. “We are looking forward to 
establishing positive relationships with key 
stakeholders and the broader community 
under the Agreement. Waardi sets a 
benchmark for Indigenous people across 
Australia to control and manage their 
economic interests within developments that 
occur on their traditional land.” 

Woodside’s Vice President Kimberley, Niegel 
Grazia, said the company was already 
implementing some of the employment and 
training commitments under the Native 
Title Agreement signed last year. “With 
the establishment of Waardi Ltd, the other 
benefits in the agreement, estimated to be 
worth more than $1 billion, can begin to flow 
to Aboriginal communities in the Kimberley if 
the project proceeds,” Mr Grazia said.

Mr Barnett said he welcomed the formal 
ratification of the Waardi Administrative Body 
and the Guumbarr Corporate Trustee, and 
congratulated the Traditional Owners. 

We Are Recognised Under Ratification Agreement
Premier Colin Barnett and Traditional Owners Ignatius Paddy and Rita Augustine 
sign Ratification Deed

From left - Niegel Grazia, Donella Raye, Warren Greatorex, Peter Conran and Gail 
McGowan at the signing ceremony.
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I am writing to you because I have heard that you are coming to the 
Kimberley on a mission to “save” our country and our culture from gas 
developments at James Price Point. It is great that you care so much about 
our country and our culture. We are proud of our history of caring for this 
country over thousands of years. The country tells us who we are. It gives 
us strength and determination. But now we face great challenges; not  
only about our country and our culture, but about our survival as 
Indigenous people.

Our people have had to make a choice about allowing developments on 
our lands. It hasn’t been easy, but we have made a decision – a majority 
decision – to face up to our own challenges, and to build a better future 
for our children, our people, our culture, and our country.

Dr Brown, it is hard for us to understand why you think it is necessary 
for you to speak on our behalf, about our country, our culture, and our 
futures. The only thing we need saving from, is people who disrespect our 
decisions and want to see our people locked up in a wilderness and treated 
as museum pieces. We are a living people and a living culture. We have 
faced severe change over the last 200 years, and most of it has been far 
beyond our control. Now we have a chance to make decisions about our 
own lives and our children’s futures. There are people like you Dr Brown, 
who disagree with our vision for our future. And that’s a good thing in our 
democratic society. But please, don’t use us to push your view. We can 
speak for ourselves.

I am a supporter of the gas precinct. This was not an easy decision for my 
people to make and it was not done lightly. But out people need a future 
that isn’t reliant on Government welfare. The Browse LNG Project presents 
this opportunity. I want my children and grandchildren to benefit because if 
our people don’t survive; then the real, living culture dies.

The gas development decision was not made by the Kimberley Land 
Council. It was made by Kimberley traditional owners after years of 
consultations and meetings with senior lore bosses and elders. Some of 
our own group disagree with that decision, and we acknowledge that. The 
majority or our group voted to support the development, and instructed the 
KLC to negotiate an agreement that would give us the power to control our 
own lives. And by the way, the money doesn’t go to the KLC. It goes to the 
benefit of Kimberley Aboriginal people.

I am an old woman now and I have witnessed and lived the despair and 
hopelessness of many Kimberley Aboriginal people. Dr Brown, do you know 
what it is like to be taken away from your family, to not have money to buy 
food, to live in a house that is dilapidated and beyond repair? To see your 
children grow up in despair, die before they are 50, or even worse, take 
their own lives before they get to their 20s? My people have lived this life, 
and we don’t want it anymore.

You recently wrote an opinion piece about your mission to the Kimberley. 
You are a respected and honourable man in Australian society, but you got 
a few things wrong about this gas project, and about Aboriginal people 
and our culture and our country. It is not your place to tell Aboriginal 
stories of culture to the world, for they are our stories about our traditions 
and our culture. But what saddens my people most is your complete 
disregard for Aboriginal people. I know you care about the whales and the 
dinosaur footprints, but what about people?

You are the mission leader bringing the Sea Shepherd to the Kimberley to 
highlight the plight of the whales. We have had missionaries coming to 
the Kimberley before. What about our dying children? Is this not a cause 
you should be protesting against? If we can use the $1.5 billion in benefits 
that have been negotiated as part of the Browse LNG Precinct Agreement 
to save our people’s lives, will that not be a good thing? We are not money 
hungry people. This money is not going into our back pocket. It will be 
used to implement suicide awareness programs, training and counselling 
for families, education and employment opportunities, better health and 
housing. Is that too much to ask for?

You’ll probably say these things are natural rights for all Australians, and 
that government should be providing them regardless of gas projects. Yes 
they should. But look at the last 200 years and tell me if that has worked. 
If we wait another 50 years, there is a real risk that Aboriginal people, and 
the culture that we, and you, value so highly, will be gone.

Dr Brown, we are not enemies. We share many values. We love our 
land and sea country. We respect strong culture. We want the world 
to be a better place, not for us, but for our young people and their 
children. Kimberley Aboriginal people have helped contain large scale 
gas development to a single site. We continue to push for the best 
environmental and social impact safeguards, and community benefits. You 
could easily back us up in these efforts. 

We don’t live in a perfect world, but we do have an opportunity to make it 
better. I know that saving the Kimberley is important to you, and maybe my 
humble words won’t change your opinion. But please, while you are in our 
country watching whales, spare a thought for our people and what we are 
trying to achieve.

 Yours faithfully, Rita Augustine. [On behalf of the Environmental and 
Cultural Heritage Team and Jabirr Jabirr Traditional Owners.]

Rita Augustine’s letter to former Greens leader Bob Brown 
made a big impact around Australia when it was published 
in the media. Her words - on behalf of the Environmental and 
Cultural Heritage Team and Jabirr Jabirr TOs – sum up the 
feelings and hopes of so many Aboriginal people.

Dear Bob Brown

Building A Better Future For Our Children And Our People

Jabirr Jabirr Traditional Owner and Elder, 
Rita Augustine, with Warren Greatorex.
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Why We Set Up Waardi  
The Traditional Owners of Jabirr Jabirr country set up Waardi Ltd as its 
new administration body. It is one of two bodies to administer the $1.5 
billion worth of benefits and is responsible for the portion relevant to 
the TOs of Jabirr Jabirr country.

The Traditional Owners decided they needed their own independent 
body to control and manage benefits arising from the project.

“This is a crucial time for our claim group and it is important that we 
have a strong, autonomous organisation to look after our interests,” 
Chairperson, Warren Greatorex said. “It is the most historic agreement 
to have been signed in Australia. Under Waardi’s umbrella, we can 
establish the necessary structures to manage and take full advantage 
of the benefits for our people and the wellbeing of the community, over 
the lifetime of the project. 

“Waardi’s task is to maximise the opportunities for Traditional Owners 
of Jabirr Jabirr country and we will be working hard to make sure we 
achieve this,” Warren said. “Ultimately, it’s about standing on our  
own feet.” 

Waardi is also in the process of getting its logo designed and our 
website should be up and running in the near future as well to keep 
everybody informed of our work. Waardi is a Jabirr Jabirr word meaning 
people of the north.

Meet the Waardi Board
Chairperson: Warren Greatorex. Deputy Chairperson: Bobetta 
Albert. Secretary: Josepha Howard. Directors: Wayne Barker, Suraya 
Bin Talib, Roslyn Dixon, Arnold McKenzie. Independent Directors: 
Christian Zahra, Peter Farr, Ian Brown.

The Nyimarr Board

Chairperson:  Mary Tarran.  Secretary:  Josepha Howard.  
Community Directors:  Warren Greatorex, Wayne Barker, Jane Cox, 
Donald McKenzie.  Independent Directors:  Christian Zahra, Peter 
Farr, Ian Brown.

The Guumbarr Board

Independent Director and Chairperson:  Chris Guille.  Independent 
Director and Secretary:  Rosemary Wheatly.  Community Directors:  
Lindsay Greatorex, Mervyn Maher

Steps to Agreement 

Sustainable Business  
Under Nyimarr  
This is the new Nyimarr logo and we think it is a great representation 
of the values and aspirations of the Traditional Owners of Jabirr 
Jabirr country. It depicts the Nyimarr flower which is local flower that 
flourishes on Jabirr Jabirr country. We chose it to represent the support 
and growth of sustainable Waardi businesses for all Traditional Owners 
of Jabirr Jabirr country.

The Native Title Party nominated Nyimarr as the Business Development 
Organisation in July this year. It is a wholly owned subsidiary of Waardi 
and operates as its commercial arm to:

1. Act as the shareholder for subsidiary business companies and to 
establish, manage and monitor businesses that the Native Title 
Claim Group as a collective group become involved in;

2. Support the development of Native Title Claimants and other 
Indigenous people in the region in their individual pursuit of 
business development; and

3. Efficiently report to Waardi on a regular basis on the performance 
of its enterprises and to give guidance on total investment, likely 
returns and potential distributions/dividends available for Waardi’s 
social programs.

Above: Native Title Agreement signing June 2011. From left: Jabirr 
Jabirr Traditional Owners Ignatius Paddy, Rita Augustine and 
Anthony Watson.

Above: Signing at James Price Point of the Heads of Agreement in 
2009 to progress negotiations for a Native Title Agreement. From 
left: former Woodside CEO Don Voelte. Premier, Colin Barnett, CEO 
KRED Enterprises and former CEO of the KLC, Wayne Bergmann, 
Federal Minister for Resources, Energy and Tourism, Martin Ferguson. 
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We Asked Bob Brown To Come With Us To Our Country...

Former Greens leader Dr Bob Brown disappointed Traditional Owners of Jabirr Jabirr country after declining 
an invitation to visit their country with them at James Price Point.

Support For Stringent 
Environmental Conditions
Waardi has welcomed the stringent conditions 
imposed by the EPA on its approval for the project. 

“We were part of the consultation process and we were given an 
opportunity to express our concerns relating to environmental, cultural and 
heritage matters and impacts,” Chairperson Warren Greatorex said after the 
EPA released its recommendations recently. “It has been an extensive, long 
and arduous process. People have had the opportunity to have their say 
and air their concerns. We are very pleased and reassured by the stringent 
conditions designed to restrict and limit environmental impacts at James 
Price Point.”

Acting CEO, Donella Raye, said the Waardi Board and staff were keen to 
work with Woodside to ensure the recommendations are adhered to if the 
project goes ahead: “We want to make sure measures and mechanisms are 
included within their environmental management plans that are sound and 
enforce the stringent conditions.”

Waardi Limited
Broome Office: 5/3 Farrell Street | PO Box 8430 Broome WA 6725
Contact Us: Waardi Limited | Office 08 9192 2713 Fax 08 9193 6761 
Email: admin@waardi.com.au

Jabirr Jabirr country north of Barred Creek

Land and sea planning workshop

“He didn’t really listen to our concerns about him speaking about our 
country and cultural matters and how disrespectful that is, Waardi 
Chairperson, Warren Greatorex, said. “The cultural protocols are that he 
should be visiting Jabirr Jabirr country at the invitation of TOs and Elders 
but he went there anyway without us and without our permission. 

“He preferred to talk about saving the whales and did not seem to care 
that the suicide rate among our young people in the Kimberley is an 
epidemic. This project offers prospects to improve the lives of Traditional 
Owners and their families, as well as Indigenous people right across the 
region for generations.”
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